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Monthly Gathering   
1st Sunday of the Month 
Eat at 8am, Meet 9am 
Golden Corral 
7047 Arundel Mills Blvd. 
Hanover, MD 
NEXT:  DEC 6, 2009 
 
Usual Ride Starts  
-Park & Ride, I-195 & 
 Rolling Rd, Catonsville 
-Citgo, Rts 32 & 144 
-Honda PwrSp of Crofton 

  
CHARM CITY WINGS - BALTIMORE, MARYLAND, CHAPTER A 

 NORTHEAST REGION B, GOLD WING ROAD RIDERS ASSOCIAT ION 
 DECEMBER, 2009 
 

Chapter Directors  
Bill & Joy Cogburn 
443-904-0639 
thecogburns@comcast.net 
 
Assistant Chapter 
Directors  
Fred & Linda Williams 
410-655-6045 
fred.l.williams@lmco.com 
 
Treasurer  
Gail McCormick 
410-787-2584 
lets.go1@verizon.net 
 
Chapter Educator  
Mickey Ross 
410-674-6244 
bikerross@verizon.net 
 
Webmaster,  
Ride Coordinator  
Sidney Spunt 
410-795-2445 
smspunt@comcast.net 
 
Newsletter Editor  
Glenda Henderson 
410-444-7757 
glenda9545@cs.com 
 
Temporary  
Newsletter Editor  
Gail McCormick 
410-787-2584 
lets.go1@verizon.net 
 
2009 Chapter Couple  
of the Year, Sunshine  
Steve & Ronnie Rabau 
410-356-4240 
srabau@comcast.net 
 

 
Chapter A's Website: 
http://www.gwrra-
mda.org 
 

 

From the Director’s 
Chair, One Last Time 
 
There is so much to say in this last 
publication of our monthly news-letter 
with Joy and I as Chapter Directors that I 
am not sure where to begin.  There are 
several people I feel the need to thank 
for their support throughout our term as 
Directors: 
 
Andre-constant support and mental 
 sounding board 
 

Fred-creating humor for every 
 occasion (if you don’t like Fred 
 something is wrong with you) 
 

Rhonda-my sunshine  
 

Steve-a friendly thorn in my side 
 

Sidney-always there with a helping 
 hand 
 

Vi-NO HIDDEN AGENDA. Let’s Ride! 
 

Tom-unofficial chapter historian . . . 
 Been there, done that…but in a 
 good way 
 

Gail-the glue that holds our chapter 
 together 
 

Mickey, Nancy & Mr. Bill - the wise 
 ones 
 

Glenda-courage to grow into new  
 areas 
 

Joy-my partner in every aspect of  
 life 
 
The people mentioned, along with so 
very many others, made the Director’s 
position at least bearable if not totally 
enjoyable throughout our term.  Thanks 
so much to one and all. 
 
As you may know, Tom and Gail will be 
our new Chapter Directors. I can’t think 
of anyone with more experience than 
they have collectively. Tom and Gail 

have been Directors twice before. Tom 
and Gail have also been part of two 
different Couple of the Year 
partnerships. Gail has been our 
treasurer for my term as Director and 
she has worn many other hats within the 
Chapter. With Tom and Gail we have 
seasoned veterans at the helm. I look 
forward to a seamless transition of 
leadership and smooth sailing ahead. 
 
Joy and I will continue to enjoy our 
relationship with Chapter A. We are 
looking forward to riding with you all 
soon. 
   Bill and Joy 
 
From Future Chapter Directors,  
Tom & Gail McCormick 
 
Planning Meeting for Next Year - We will 
have a planning meeting at our house 
from about 10:30-12:30, right after our 
December Golden Corral gathering. 
Everyone is welcome. We live in 
Ferndale, seven miles from Arundel Mills 
(49 Glendale Avenue, Glen Burnie, MD). 
The dates of the already-known events 
will already be on the calendar. We will 
discuss ideas and dates for garage 
meetings and rides (dinner rides, coffee 
rides, ice cream rides, day rides, 
weekend rides, trips, whatever). We will 
also discuss Winterthing and other 
opportunities for fun. 
 
Don't worry, you don’t have to do 
anything unless you volunteer. If you 
have ideas for rides and activities and 
will not be attending, please email or call 
us or bring up your ideas at the 
gathering. We don't want to do extensive 
planning at the chapter gathering, 
because we don’t want to bore guests 
from other chapters, but we're looking 
for ideas and would like to schedule 
activities for next year. 
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This year Sidney and Rebecca are 
hosting the chapter holiday party 
on Saturday, December 12, 
starting at 5:00 p.m. The address 
is 616 Blankner Road, Sykesville, 
Maryland. 
 
The chapter will provide the drinks 
and turkey and everyone else 
should bring a dish for everyone to 
enjoy. Please RSVP via e-mail 
(smspunt@comcast.net) or phone 
(410-795-2445) to let Sidney and 
Rebecca know what you will be 
bringing and so they know how big 
of a turkey to put on the grill. 
 
We will need salads, side dishes, 
rolls, desserts, and anything else 
you would like to contribute. 
 
So far, 
Sidney and Rebecca – rotisserie 
turkey and chocolate fountain 
Nancy & Mickey Ross & Bill Harris 
    – dessert 
Tom & Gail McCormick  – mashed 
      potatoes, sweet potato mash 
Vi & Kathy Metalios – TBD 
Steve & Ronnie – TBD 
 
In addition to the feast, we will also 
have a Yankee Swap. This is a gift 
swap where each person brings a 
wrapped gift, approximate value 
$20.00. It might be helpful to mark 
them male, female, or non-gender 
specific. Everyone draws a 
number. When your number is 
called, you have the option of 
swapping it for an already opened 
gift or selecting an unopened gift 
from under the tree. This is always 
a lot of fun. 
 
The more people who attend, the 
more fun we will have! 
 
 

Chapter Education: 
(taken from Tim Grimes’ article 
in the District Newsletter)  
WinterThing provides a chance to 
catch up on training. There is a 
recertification class for CPR/First 
Aid (sign up is on the WinterThing 
registration form). Seminars will 
also be in abundance. There will 
be a “Team Riding” seminar, a “Co-
Rider” seminar (not the video), a 
“Mature Rider” seminar and a 
variety of Leadership Seminars.  

Now for the piece de resistance ; 
this WinterThing you WILL be able 
to ride. You will also be able to 
receive a comprehensive evalua-
tion of your riding technique. You 
will have this opportunity without 
having to leave the confines of the 
hotel interior. You may ask, “How 
can this be?” The Maryland Motor 
Vehicle Administration has 
graciously agreed to bring the 
newest addition to their motorcycle 
training arsenal to share with us at 
WinterThing. This new addition will 
allow you to navigate a variety of 
roads, under varying conditions 
and test your competence as a 
motorcycle operator. We also plan 
to hold a competition and award 
prizes for the best riders in a 
number of categories. Visit the 
Maryland District Website and look 
under the WinterThing link to get 
more information. 

The MVA will also offer a free clinic 
on “Street Smarts Perception.” 
This is a very good clinic that will 
certainly open your eyes to the 
importance of “seeing” what you 
are seeing. Does this sound 
confusing? Come to WinterThing, 
participate in the clinic and you will 
walk away with a different 
perspective. 
 
From the Chapter Couple:  
Members of Maryland Chapter A, 
Steve and I want to thank you for 
your support this past year as our 
reign as Chapter Couple of the 
Year comes to an end. We have 
enjoyed representing our chapter. 
It has been a lot of fun and we 
have met a great deal of people. 
Again, thank you for giving us this 
honor. -Rhonda and Steve 
  2009 Couple of the Year 
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If you have articles or other items 
for the newsletter, please get them 
to Gail McCormick by one week 
before the gathering (or before!): 
Lets.go1@verizon.net, 410-787-2584  

 
Happy Birthday: 
Kathy Metalios, December 7 
 
Happy Anniversary: 
None for December 
 
If you want a chapter shirt, let 
Bill & Joy Cogburn know. 
 

National News:  
We’ll have some next month. 
 

District News: 
WINTERTHING will be great this year! 
Free massages, MVA motorcycle 
trainer, lots of classes/ seminars, 
baskets to win, delicious banquet, free 
line dancing lessons, bingo, dance 
and table decorating contest, rider 
education drawings, race cars, Wii 
bowling tournament, hospitality room, 
and a Halloween theme! Be sure to 
register for the event and get your 
reservations for the hotel.  The flyer is 
in this newsletter. 
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Region News:  
Our Region is sponsoring a raffle for a 
quilt at Winterthing. You need not 
attend to win. Tickets are available 
from Gail at gatherings and socials. 
One dollar per ticket. Proceeds go to 
the chapter, district and region. 
 

Debunking common 
chrome myths:  Chrome 
adds weight: Not True! Bernoulli's 
theorem has proven this to be false. 
The smooth rounded shape of all 
chrome creates what Bernoulli's 
theorem calls 'induced lift' as unequal 
airflow meets together again near the 
rear end. This by-product of chrome 
makes the bike much lighter, therefore 
creating a sense of levitation or 
delusional lifting, making your 
Goldwing seem lighter. 
 
Chrome increases fuel consump-tion: 
Not true again! Once again chrome 
comes to the rescue here too. Due to 
a little known fact about 
“chromalization.” During the im-
pregnation process an afterglow is 
given off, then recaptured and 
recycled back into its final luster. This 
'Luster Buster effect', as it's now 
called, makes riders and passengers 
alike feel aloof, detached and 

melancholy. This effect then causes 
them both to miss necessary turnoffs 
for fuel stops, hence increasing the 
range of any Goldwing loaded with 
safety chrome. 
 
Chrome and Global warming: Finally, 
all nonsense or for sure "NON-
SCIENCE"! Chrome re-search labs 
around the world have proven beyond 
any Honda's shadow of a doubt, that 
the 'Buster Effect' is real and two-fold. 
It goes something like this:  
 
For every action there is an equal and 
opposite reaction. As the rays from 
inexpensive Rayban sun glasses (the 
kind you can only find at truck stops) 
interact with a well chromed Goldwing, 
an unusual synergistic effect occurs, 
reflecting the normal rays back into the 
Earth’s atmosphere: They are then 
somehow sling shotted back at 
approximately five times their normal 
brightness and tempera-ture, adding 
to the green house gas effect. This 
now warmer ambient air atmosphere 
somehow tricks the mixture of any 
fuel-injected Goldwing (assuming it 
has enough chrome on it) into thinking 
it's now lower than its normal ground 
effect. The result of all this is a 
smoother ride, and para-doxically less 
friction and better fuel economy! 
 
Chrome causes turbulence: Utter 

lunacy! When enough chrome is 
applied to any motorcycle, Goldwing or 
not, a little known effect called “The 
Bernard Purdy Half-time shuffle” 
occurs. This little-known but well esta-
blished concept first appeared in post 
war European countries. No surprise. 
The normal gyroscopic effect in a well 
chrome-laden cycle is dampened 
considerably and equally amazingly, 
all cross control factors simply 
disappear. 
 
I hope this clears up some of the 
misinformation, disinformation, mis-
conceptions and outright propaganda 
against chrome that abounds out there 
on many motorcycles. 
 
Keep the Shiny side up! 
Rusty Nutz 
Research Department 
 

 

Chapter Gatherings in the Maryland District  

MDA (Charm City Wings):  1st Sunday, 8am / 9am, Golden Corral, 7047 Arundel Mills Blvd, Hanover, MD. CD: Bill & Joy 
Cogburn, 443-904-0639, http://www.gwrra-mda.org 

MDB (Metro Wings):  3rd Monday, 7:30pm, Seat Pleasant Recreation Center, 5720 Addison Rd., Seat Pleasant, MD. CD: 
Bruce Hill, 301-856-2329, http://www.gwrramdb.org 

MDC (Chesapeake Bay Chapter):  2nd Sunday, 8am / 9am, Golden Corral, 6701 Chesapeake Center Dr., Glen Burnie, MD 
CD: Butch & Debbie Harvey, 410-519-5563, http://www.gwrramdc.org 

MDH (Mason-Dixon Wings):  4th Sunday, 8am /9 am, Golden Corral Restaurant, Route 40 across from Wal Mart, Aberdeen, 
Md. CD: Steve & Cathy Kelley, 410-812-5596, http://www.gwrramdh.com  (NEW) 

MDI (Southern Maryland Wings):  1st Sunday, 8am / 9am, Old Country Buffet, Rt. 301N Waldorf, MD, CD: Bob & Julie 
A’Hearn, 301-997-1254, http://www.gwrramdi.org 

MDJ (Capitol City Wings):  3rd Sunday, 8 am / 9 am, Bob Evans at Waugh Chapel Shopping Center, Gambrills, MD. CD: Al 
and Jackie General, 410-963-3414, http://www.gwrra-mdj.com 

MDK (Heart of Maryland Wings):  3rd Saturday, 4pm / 5pm, New York J P Pizza, 3000 Gamber Rd, Finksburg, MD (in 
Finksburg Plaza @ corner of Route 140 & Route 91). CD: Dave & Lori Boyce, 410-775-2670, http://www.gwrramdk.org 

MDL (Eastern Shore Road Riders):  2nd Sunday, 8am / 9am, Batters Up Café, 9 Central Ave, Ridgely, MD. CD: Spanky 
Barth, 410-924-8371, http://www.gwrra-mdl.org 

Other Chapter Gatherings  

DEA: 4th Saturday, 8 am / 9am, The Park West Diner, Pulaski Highway (Route 40) & Salem, Church Road, CD: Dan & Terrie 
Chappell, 302-836-0633, Bearlyours1@verizon.net, http://www.gwrradea.org  

DEB: 1st Sunday, 8am / 9am, Pizza King, 300 W. Stein Hwy (Route 20), Seaford, DE, CD: Ken & Lois Ingram, 410-208-4803, 
ken.lois@mchsi.com  
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49 Glendale Avenue 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter Calendar 
 

Ice Cream and Coffee Social every Wednesday, 7 p.m., year round 
at The Ice Cream Cottage, 1348 Stevens Ave, Arbutus, MD 21227 

 
 DECEMBER 2009 
 Sun 6 MD A Gathering (Golden Corral) 8 a.m. 
 Sun 6 MD A Planning Meeting at Tom’s & Gail’s 10:30 a.m. 
 Sat 12 MD A Holiday Party at Sidney’s & Rebecca’s 5 p.m. 
 
 JANUARY 2010 
 Fri 1 MD A New Year’s Day Polar Bear Ride 
 Sun 3 MD A Gathering (Golden Corral) 
 Thur-Sun 7-9  MD District WinterThing (Ocean City) 
 
 


