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Monthly Gathering   
1st Sunday of the Month 
Eat at 8am, Meet at 9am 
Ride 10am, Golden Corral 
7047 Arundel Mills Blvd. 
Hanover, MD 21076 
NEXT:  Sept 5, 2010  
 
Usual Ride Starts  
-Park & Ride, I-195 & 
 Rolling Rd, Catonsville 
-Citgo, Rts 32 & 144 
-Honda PwrSp of Crofton 
-Royal Farms I-97 - BWI 

  
CHARM CITY WINGS - BALTIMORE, MARYLAND, CHAPTER A 

 NORTHEAST REGION B, GOLD WING ROAD RIDERS ASSOCIAT ION 
 AUGUST, 2010 
 

 
Chapter Directors  
Tom & Gail McCormick 
410-787-2584 
lets.go1@verizon.net 
 
Treasurer,  
Shirt, Pin & Patch  
Coordinator  
Bill Cogburn 
443-904-0639 
thecogburns@comcast.net 
 
Chapter Educator  
Tom & Gail McCormick 
 
Webmaster,  
Ride Coordinator  
Sidney Spunt 
410-795-2445 
smspunt@comcast.net 
 
50/50 
Steve & Ronnie Rabau 
410-356-4240 
srabau@comcast.net 
 
Sunshine  
Ronnie Rabau 
410-356-4240 
srabau@comcast.net 
 
Visitation Coordinator  
Vi Metalios 
410-665-6690 
spanos46@gmail.com 
 
Newsletter Editor  
Gail McCormick 
410-787-2584 
Lets.go1@verizon.net 
 

Chapter A's Website: 
http://www.gwrra-
mda.org 
Maryland District:   
http://www.gwrra-md-
district.org 
Northeast Region:  
http://www.gwrra-
northeastregion.org 

Activities Coming Up: 
 
Rides: 
On Sunday, August 15 is MD-L’s annual ice cream picnic and bike show.  Several of us 
are going.  Watch your email for the meeting time and place for the ride.  The flyer is later 
in this newsletter. 
 
Thursday, August 12, is bike night at Herr’s Potato Chip Factory in Nottingham, 
Pennsylvania (rain date 8/19/10). This includes food, drinks, snacks and factory tours with 
a $5 donation to the Muscular Dystrophy Association.  It goes from 5pm to dusk.  There 
will be a DJ, door prizes, a bike show, raffles, etc.  The only drawback is that it’s on a 
weeknight.  Some of the folks at Chapter H (Aberdeen) told us about it.  The location is 
near the intersection of Rt. 272 and Rt.1. The address is: Herr Foods Inc. 20 Herr Drive, 
Nottingham, PA 19362-9788.  http://www.herrs.com/WhatsNew/SpecialEvents.html 
 
The ride to Hickory Bridge Farm has been rescheduled for Saturday, September 4.  We 
can go for a country ride and then have dinner and visit the farm store and barns. 
 
OCP – There is another Officer Certification Program training session scheduled. It will 
be in Annapolis on Saturday and Sunday, August 21-22.  Please let Sidney know if you 
would like to attend.  It is free and includes lunch.  Treasurers, potential officers, and any 
members interested are welcome.  Fred Haynes and Sidney Spunt will be presenting the 
program.  smspunt@comcast.net 
 
Camping Weekend:  The Maryland District RV SIG Camping Weekend at the 
Hagerstown KOA is Friday-Sunday, August 27-29.    
 

What’s been happening: 
 
Tony and Ceil: 
Our friends, Tony and Cecelia Amato, were in a motorcycle accident Sunday evening, 
July 11. They were rear-ended at a traffic light on Route 40 at Marriottsville Road around 
8pm. They were both taken to Shock Trauma, and Ceil passed away at about 1am 
Monday morning. Tony is recovering and is very appreciative of everyone’s concern and 
support. Let’s keep Tony and his family in our thoughts and prayers. 
 
Rides: 
Sidney, Steve, Gail, and Bill & Joy rode to the Lock House in Havre de Grace after the 
July gathering.  Don Benear, from Chapter C, rode with us for a little while, then turned off 
to go to Gettysburg.  We toured the house and grounds and watched some pirate re-
enactment activity, then rode to Susky’s Grill (formerly the Portside Grill) for lunch with live 
music.  Good ride, Sidney! 
 
After the August gathering we had our annual Memorial Ride to honor those we have lost. 
Sidney, Gail, Bill, and Joy rode a modified version of the Ride4Research route. We 
dodged the rain and while we were having lunch, Stan Greene happened by to get a 
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sandwich at the New York Deli.  Ten minutes later, Lillian 
Cruz showed up to get a sandwich. Nice surprises!  Our 
chapter was not able to participate in the 
Ride4Research, but we made a donation to the multiple 
myeloma charity on the Ride4Research website.  
 
Heat and Storms: 
It looks like the weather is getting better. 
 
New Member: 
Reuben Lawson has joined us several times at the Ice 
Cream Cottage.  He attended our gathering on July 11, 
and intends to join GWRRA. Yeah! He cannot usually 
attend Sunday morning gatherings because of his church 
obligations, so he may end up attending gatherings from 
other chapters, but we welcome him to GWRRA! 
 

Wing Ding 32 – Des Moines, IA 
Our trip took us through many states and we saw many 
sites.  Some of the more memorable sites were the 
“Field of Dreams” movie set in Dyersville, Iowa; Mount 
Rushmore, the Badlands, and the Corn Palace in South 
Dakota.  On our return trip we went to St. Louis and saw 
the Gateway Arch.  Our country is just beautiful. We had 
never been to this part of the country and highly 
recommend anyone travelling to stop and enjoy the 
northern and central plains.   
 
We arrived at Wing Ding on Wednesday, June 30th and 
received our registration package.  Walking around the 
vendor area, which was split into 2 areas (an upper floor 
and lower floor), we saw many of the usual vendors 
(Hannigan, Motor Trike, Baker Wings, Kuryakyn and 
many others) along with many we had never seen at any 
of the few rallies where we have been.  There were quite 
a few insurance companies, jewelry merchants and even 
sellers of pots and pans.  We managed to spend our 
share on items for the bikes and for our family.  We 
managed to help the economy (ha ha).  In walking 
around the vendor area we met many familiar faces from 
Maryland, North Carolina, New Jersey and even a couple 
from Virginia and California.  We had an opportunity to 
spend time with Bob Richards, Fred Haynes, Allen 
Willingham, Ken Trass, Al General and Jackie Bond. 
 
Wednesday evenings’ entertainment was an HBO 
comedian who was pretty good.  Thursday was the light 
parade in West Des Moines and Friday the Grand 
parade in downtown Des Moines.  The temperature on 
Friday was very hot, so Ronnie and I watched the Grand 
Parade from the air conditioned skywalk with some of the 
local citizens.  They had many questions about the bikes 
and how each bike was so different.  We heard many 
nice complements from the resident of Des Moines on 
how classy Goldwingers are. 
 
We had a great time and are looking forward to 
Knoxville, TN next year. 
 
Ronnie and Steve 
 

District & Region News: 
Don’t miss the Maryland District Rendezvous! 
 
Our Region Directors, Lorraine and Earl Knight, have 
stepped down.  Former Northeast Region Director Gere 
Goodman has agreed to temporarily lead the Region. 
 
Maryland District Newsletter: 
http://www.gwrra-md-district.org/index_files/Newsletters.htm  
Northeast Region Newsletter: 
http://www.gwrra-northeastregion.org/news/index.htm 
 

Rider Education: 
Lightning is the MOST UNDERRATED weather hazard. 
On average, only floods kill more people. Lightning is 
most often seen in thunderstorms. In fact, lightning is 
what makes thunderstorms. Lightning makes every 
single thunderstorm a potential killer. Forecasting when 
and where lightning will strike is not yet possible and 
most likely never will be. In the United States, lightning 
routinely kills more people each year than tornadoes or 
hurricanes. Only lightning can strike outside the storm 
itself, and is the first thunderstorm hazard to arrive and 
the last to leave and knows no boundaries. 
 
Since lightning is so unpredictable no one can guarantee 
an individual or group absolute protection from lightning. 
However, knowing and following proven lightning safety 
guidelines can greatly reduce the risk of injury or death.  
 
While no place is 100% safe from lightning, some places 
are much safer than others. Buildings that are NOT 
SAFE (even if they are "grounded") have exposed 
openings. Convertible vehicles offer no safety from 
lightning, even if the top is "up". Other vehicles, which 
are NOT SAFE during lightning storms, are those which 
have open cabs, such as golf carts, tractors, and 
construction equipment. 
 
The safest location during a thunderstorm is inside a 
large enclosed structure with plumbing and electrical 
wiring. If lightning strikes the building, the plumbing and 
wiring will conduct the electricity better than a human 
body. If you are using any electrical appliances or 
plumbing fixtures (INCLUDING telephones and 
computers), and a storm is overhead, you are putting 
yourself at risk! If no buildings are available, then an 
enclosed metal vehicle such as an automobile, van, or 
school bus makes a decent alternative. If you are inside 
a vehicle, put the windows up, and avoid contact with any 
conducting paths leading to the outside of the vehicle. 
 
Lightning can strike as far as 10 miles from the area 
where it is raining and many people are unaware of how 
far lightning can strike from its parent thunderstorm. If 
you can hear thunder, you are within striking distance. 
Seek safe shelter immediately. Remember this lightning 
safety rule...When thunder roars, go indoors and stay 
there until 30 minutes after the last clap of thunder. 
DON”T wait for the rain to start before seeking shelter, 
and don't leave shelter just because the rain has ended. 
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There is NO SAFE PLACE outdoors during a lightning 
storm. If stuck outdoors on a highway, you could find a 
highway overpass and park the bike and get as high as 
possible from the road, high enough to be out of any 
water, on the embankment between the highway and the 
bottom of the bridge. At the same time, do not touch the 
metal of the bridge. You are trying to get away from 
metal and water conductors. 
 
Lightning can be as hot as 54,000°F (30,000°C), a 
temperature that is five times the surface of the sun! 
Water and metal are excellent conductors of electricity. 
The current from a lightning flash will easily travel for 
long distances. The average lightning bolt carries about 
30,000 amps of charge, has 100 million volts of electric 
potential. These amounts can burn through ANY 
insulator (even the ceramic insulators on power lines!) 
Besides, the lightning bolt may just have traveled many 
miles through the atmosphere, which itself is a good 
insulator. 
 
Don Francisco IL-A 
 

 

2001 HONDA GOLDWING GL1800 
-----BLACK BEAUTY----- 

MILEAGE 50K 
Bike always kept indoors when not riding her. Always 
serviced and maintained by a certified HONDA 
mechanic. She has changed her look over the years, 
always updating her with new parts or gadgets as they 
became available. We regularly visited many motorcycle 
shows and rallies. Black Beauty has been awarded over 
20 trophies and plaques in different bike shows from DE, 
MD, NJ, PA and VA. In early 2008, our bike was 
completely rewired and customized by Gary Dunn of 
G&B Cycle Goodies in Gilbertsville PA. She was a 
“project bike” pictured on his website.  
Her list of accessories is too long. She has to be 
personally looked at to really be appreciated. 
Here are just of few: 
 
TYPHOON Windshield (adjustable) with SAENG-TA 
stealth edging trim 
GARMIN ZUMO550 with XM Radio 
PASSPORT Radar Detector 
LASER Deflectors 
CB Radio 
CD Player (in trunk) 
Chrome Accents 
Pinstripe Artwork by MOUNTAINMAN of WV 
Heated Handgrips 
Heated Seats 

PROGRESSIVE Suspension 
VIBERIDER (back seat vibrator) 
OVER 2000 LED Lights (pictures show it better) 
integrated in left side switches and inside left side 
saddlebag 
 
INCLUDED in the purchase will be 2 ARAI helmets with 
built in intercom headsets. 
(((You may also take the awards with you))) 
 
NOT INCLUDED - Also have GERBING heated clothing, 
gloves, socks, jacket lining and pants for sale as well as 
gloves, pouches, cleaning supplies and other leathers. 
 
Please contact Larry and Bridget Sinman at 717-417-
1147 or 717-818-2404 
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Next Newsletter Deadline : 
If you have articles or other items for the 
newsletter, please try to get them to Gail 
McCormick around the 20th of the month .  
Thank you. 
Lets.go1@verizon.net     410-787-2584 
 
 

If you would like to purchase a chapter 
shirt, please contact Bill & Joy Cogburn. 

 
Happy Birthday: 
 
Bill Harris (Nancy’s Dad) – August 10 
 

 
Happy Anniversary: 
 
None in August 
 

 
Good Wishes and Prayers: 
 
To Ronnie Rabau for recovery from her eye 
operation 
 
To Steve Rabau for recovery from injuries after bei ng 
rear-ended on his trike 
 
To Tony Amato for recovery from injuries after bein g 
rear ended on his bike and losing his wife 
 

Why, Why, Why? 
 

1. Why do we press harder on a remote control 
when we know the batteries are getting 
weak? 

2. Why to banks charge a fee on “insufficient 
funds” when they already know you don’t 
have enough money? 

3. Why does someone believe you when you 
say there a four billion stars. But check with 
their finger when you say the paint is wet? 

4. Why doesn’t glue stick to the bottle? 
5. Why does the government require that only 

sterilized needles be used for death by lethal 
injection? 

6. Why doesn’t Tarzan have a beard? 
7. Why does Superman stop bullets with his 

chest, but ducks when you throw a revolver 
at him? 

8. Why did Kamikaze pilots wear helmets? 
9. Whose idea was it to put an “S” in the word 

“lisp”? 
10. If people evolved from apes, did some apes 

choose not to evolve? 
11. Why is it that no matter what color bubble 

bath you use the bubbles are always white? 
12. Is there ever a day that mattresses are not on 

sale? 
13. Why do people constantly return to the 

refrigerator with hopes that something new 
to eat will have materialized? 

14. Why do people keep running over a string a 
dozen times with the vacuum cleaner? 

15. Why is it that no plastic bag will open from 
the top end on the first try? 

16. How do those dead bugs get into those 
enclosed light fixtures? 

17. When we are in the supermarket and 
someone rams our ankle with a shopping 
cart then apologizes for doing so, why do we 
say, “It’s all right?”  Well, it isn’t all right, s o 
why don’t we say, “That hurt, you stupid 
idiot?” 

18. Why is it that whenever you attempt to catch 
something that’s falling off the table you 
always manage to knock something else 
over? 

19. In winter why do we try to keep the house as 
warm as it was in the summer, when we 
complained about it being too hot? 

20. How come you never hear father-in-law 
jokes? 

21. And my FAVORITE . . . 
Statistics on sanity show that one out of 
every four persons is suffering from some 
sort of mental illness.  Think of your three 
best friends – if they’re okay, then ... it’s you! 
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Chapter Gatherings in the Maryland District  

MD-A (Charm City Wings):  1st Sunday, 8am / 9am, Golden Corral, 7047 Arundel Mills Blvd, Hanover, MD. CD: Tom & Gail 
McCormick, 410-787-2584, http://www.gwrra-mda.org 

MD-B (Metro Wings):  3rd Monday, 7:30pm, Seat Pleasant Recreation Center, 5720 Addison Rd., Seat Pleasant, MD. CD: 
Kenneth Trass, 301-430-5119, �������������		
��
���� �

MD-C (Chesapeake Bay Chapter):  2nd Sunday, 8am / 9am, Golden Corral, 6701 Chesapeake Center Dr., Glen Burnie, MD 
CD: Butch & Debbie Harvey, 410-519-5563, http://www.gwrramdc.org 

MD-H (Mason-Dixon Wings):  4th Sunday, 8am /9 am, Golden Corral Restaurant, Route 40 across from Wal-Mart, Aberdeen, 
MD. CD: Steve & Cathy Kelley, 410-812-5596, http://www.gwrra-mdh.com 

MD-I (Southern Maryland Wings):  1st Sunday, 8am / 9am, Old Country Buffet, Rt. 301N Waldorf, MD, CD: Bob & Julie 
A’Hearn, 301-997-1254, http://www.gwrramdi.org 

MD-J (Capitol City Wings):  3rd Sunday, 8 am / 9 am, Bob Evans at Waugh Chapel Shopping Center, Gambrills, MD. CD: Al 
and Jackie General, 410-963-3414, http://www.gwrra-mdj.com 

MD-K (Heart of Maryland Wings):  3rd Saturday, 4pm / 5pm, New York J P Pizza, 3000 Gamber Rd, Finksburg, MD (in 
Finksburg Plaza at corner of Route 140 & Route 91). CD: Dave & Lori Boyce, 410-775-2670, http://www.gwrramdk.org 

MD-L (Eastern Shore Road Riders):  2nd Sunday, 8am / 9am, Batters Up Café, 9 Central Ave, Ridgely, MD. CD: Spanky 
Barth, 410-924-8371, http://www.gwrra-mdl.org 

Delaware Chapter Gatherings  
DE-A: 4th Saturday, 8 am / 9am, Damon’s, 149 N Dupont Highway (Rt. 13), New Castle, DE 19720.  CD: Dan & Terrie 

Chappell, 302-836-0633, Bearlyours1@verizon.net, http://www.gwrradea.org 
DE-B: 1st Sunday, 8am / 9am, Pizza King, 300 W. Stein Hwy (Route 20), Seaford, DE, CD: Ken & Lois Ingram,  
 410-208-4803, ken.lois@mchsi.com 

 

 
Maryland Chapter A - 2010 Calendar 

 
 
AUGUST 
Sun 1 MD-A Gathering (Golden Corral) and 
 Memorial Ride 
Thu-Sun 5-8 NY-NJ Bi-State Convention -  
 Bridgewater, NJ 
Sun 15 MD-L Ice Cream Picnic/Bike Show  
 Fundraiser*  
Fri-Sat 20-21 Officer Certification/Training Progr (OCP) 
 in Annapolis 
Thu-Sat 26-28 PA District Convention - Johnstown, PA 
Fri-Sun 27-29   MD District RV SIG Camping Weekend- 
 Hagerstown KOA 
 
SEPTEMBER 
Sat 4 Dinner Ride to Hickory Bridge Farm  
Sun 5 MD-A Gathering (Golden Corral) and
 Covered Bridge Ride 
Fri-Sun 10-12 MD District Rendezvous – Hagerstown 
Sun 12 NJ District Picnic-Battleship New Jersey 
Sun 19 Motovation - Chrome & Crabs 
Sun 19 PA-V Picnic, Codorus State Park, 9-5 
Thu-Sat 23-25 NC District Convention –  
 “Wings Over the Smokies” - Fletcher, NC 
Sun 26 Ride-For Kids www.ride4kids.org 
 
 
 
 

OCTOBER 
Sun 3 MD-A Gathering/Ride (Golden Corral) 
Tues 5-17 MD District Cruise – Mediterranean 
Thu-Sat 7-9 VA District “Rally in the Valley” - Salem 
Sat 23 MD-A Garage Meeting, 2011 Planning 
� Meeting, Bonfire – Bill & Joy’s  
NOVEMBER 
Fri 5 Start Bowling on Friday nights 
Sat 6 MD-J Chili Cook-off Fundraiser* 
Sun 7 MD-A Gathering (Golden Corral) 
 
DECEMBER 
Sun 5 MD-A Gathering (Golden Corral) 
Sat 11 MD-A Holiday Party 
 
JANUARY 2011 
Thu-Sun 27-30 MD District WinterThing*(Ocean City) 
 “Renaissance” 
 
Ice Cream & Coffee Social Every Wednesday at 7PM, 

Year Round at the Ice Cream Cottage,  
 1348 Stevens Avenue, Arbutus 
 
Key 
Bold & Blue:  Chapter A event 
Bold & Black with Asterisk:  Fundraiser* 
Red & Italics: tentative date 

Calendar Last Updated 7/26/10 
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August 2010 
Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

1 
MD-A Gathering  
& Memorial 
Ride 
MD-I Gathering 

2 3 4 
Ice Cream, 
Snowball & 
Coffee Social, 
7pm – Ice Cream 
Cottage, Arbutus 

5 
NY-NJ 
Convention 

6 
NY-NJ Convention 

7 
NY-NJ 
Convention 

8 
MD-C, &  MD-L  
Gatherings 
NY-NJ 
Convention  

9 10 11 
Ice Cream, 
Snowball & 
Coffee Social, 
7pm – Ice Cream 
Cottage, Arbutus 

12 
Bike Night at 
Herr’s 

13 14 

15 
MD-J 
Gathering 
MD-I Ice 
Cream Picnic 
Fundraiser 

16 
MD-B 
Gathering 
 

17 18 
Ice Cream, 
Snowball & 
Coffee Social, 
7pm – Ice Cream 
Cottage, Arbutus 

19 20 21 
 
OCP 
 
MD-K 
Gathering 4pm 

22 
 
OCP 
 
MD-H 
Gathering 

23 24 25 
Ice Cream, 
Snowball & 
Coffee Social, 
7pm – Ice Cream 
Cottage, Arbutus 

26 
PA District 
Convention-
Johnstown 

27  
-MD Camping 
Weekend - 
Hagerstown, 
-PA District Conv 
Johnstown 

28 
-MD Camping 
Weekend, 
-PA District 
Convention-
Johnstown 

29 
-MD Camping 
Weekend, 
-PA District 
Convention-
Johnstown 

30 31     
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RIDER INSURANCE NOW PROVIDES MOTORCYCLE INSURANCE TO MARYLAND 

 
Originally only available in New Jersey, Rider Insurance has branched out to provide motorcycle insurance to Indiana, Pennsylvania, 
Ohio and West Virginia.  As of July 5, 2010, Rider is now available to Maryland residents. Founded in 1971 by motorcycle enthusiast 
Harry Bleiwise and built on his dedication to riding, Rider is currently the largest motorcycle insurance provider in New Jersey, and 
the only carrier serving the motorcycle community exclusively.  Rider is now expanding operations to provide coverage to riders on 
the highways and back roads of Maryland. 
 
Rider Insurance prides itself on competitive rates, excellent coverage, and hassle free service.  Our representatives are committed to 
providing an unparalleled level of customer care, one that will give riders the freedom to embrace the sport of riding.  We provide 
coverage regardless of income or education level, with no credit checks.  A number of discounts are available.  Coverage options 
include liability only as well as a physical damage package with a variety of liability limits available. Rider insures a wide range of 
motorcycles, including: 
 Touring Bikes Enduro 
 Sport Bikes Road/Trail 
 Motocross Reconstructed 
 Scooters Salvaged 
 Mopeds Custom 
 ATVs 
 
In addition to providing insurance coverage to the motorcycle community, Rider feels it is important to give back to the community.  
Through the Bleiwise Family Charitable Foundations and general corporate sponsorships and donations, Rider has been able to support 
many organizations.  For the list of charitable contributions, visit www.rider.com. 
 
For more information on Rider Insurance or to get a quick quote, call 800-595-6393 or visit www.rider.com. 
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49 Glendale Avenue 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


