Monthly Gathering

1st Sunday of the Month
Eat at 8am, Meet at 9am
Golden Corral

7047 Arundel Mills Blvd.
Hanover, MD 21076
NEXT: June 6, 2010

Usual Ride Starts

-Park & Ride, 1-195 &
Rolling Rd, Catonsville
-Citgo, Rts 32 & 144
-Honda PwrSp of Crofton
-Royal Farms 1-97 - BWI
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http://www.gwrra-
northeastregion.org

CHARM CITY WINGS - BALTIMORE, MARYLAND, CHAPTER A
NORTHEAST REGION B, GOLD WING ROAD RIDERS ASSOCIAT ION
JUNE, 2010

Activities Coming Up:
Gathering & Ride: After the June 6
gathering, we are planning on a ride
including Pen Mar Park in Washington
County, Maryland, past Thurmont.
People hang glide from the cliffs, dance
to live music at the pavillion on Sundays
from 2-5pm, and picnic and enjoy the
scenery at this former amusement park
site from the 1870s. An ice cream stop
may be on the agenda.

Pig Feast:

Chapter C’s Pig Feast is coming up on
Saturday, June 19. There will be lots of
good food, dancing, swimming, a
horseshoe tournament, basket raffles,
and fun at Dave and Gloria Pumphrey’s
house. They've requested a head count
by Wednesday, June 9.

Next Gathering Moved:  Next
month the gathering is moved to July 11
(the second Sunday of the month)
because of the 4™ of July holiday and
Wing Ding.

What's Been Going On:

Fish Fry: We had fun at Chapter B’'s
Fish Fry. Several of us played in the
slow ride competition. Of the ones who
finished without going out of bounds or
putting feet down, Gail had the fastest
time - oops you're supposed to have the
slowest time. Well, we had a good time.
We won several raffle prizes too.

MAD Ball Game: After the May
gathering, Bill, Joy, Sidney, Johnie,
Glenda, and Gail rode to the District
Motorist Awareness event at the Blue
Crabs baseball game in Waldorf.
Motorist awareness information and
GWRRA applications were handed out
at the entrance, where several bikes
were displayed. It was a great

experience to ride around the infield
before the game, stop to sing the
National Anthem, then parade the rest of
the way around and back out. About 50
members participated in this successful
District event.

Rick Yager’s Last Ride:

The escort ride to Rick Yager's funeral
at Arlington National Cemetery was an
event to remember. The motorcycle
officers escorted and blocked all traffic
from the Washington beltway from
Clinton to Arlington for the 53
motorcycles in the procession. Amazing.
Sidney, Bill & Joy, Rob, and | rode.



Geo-“Cashing”™

Bill took this nice picture during Chapter I's geo-“cashing”
event. Bill & Joy came in fourth and we came in third
place, so we won prizes. The ride was long, but very
enjoyable. We’'ll ride back to see some of those places
and more in St. Mary’s County again.

| rode the Magna home from Motovation that day after its
carburetor work, and enjoyed riding it again the next
weekend to Chapter J's Motorcycle Awareness event at
the classic car cruise-in at Marley Station. It was fun to
ride at night with the LEDs on. We might have to put
some more lights on the 1800s, because Ken Cross
bought the Magna, so | won't be riding it anymore!

Garage Meeting:

Vi and Kathy hosted a cookout and garage meeting at
their house. Sidney, with help from others, did some
electrical work on Glenda’s LEDs, and she learned how
to check the oil. Vi & Kathy gave away some plants (Vi is
an avid gardener). Glenda put hers in her saddlebag!
Mine went in the truck, but | brought some plants to Vi
later at the ice cream social, netted on the back seat of
my bike. We women always find a way!

Glenda’s and Gail's bikes with plants

West Virginia Weekend Ride:

Vi and Kathy and Tom and | went to West Virginia K's
Memorial Day Weekend riding event in Elkins on May
28-31. We rode down on Friday with several people from
Chapter J and encountered a thunder/lightning and wind
storm. We pulled into a covered gas station for awhile
until the wind died down, and then rode out of the rain on
the Elkins side of the mountains and got there before
dark. Saturday and Sunday we rode escorted scenic
twisty mountain roads and picnicked on Sunday at the
highest point in West Virginia, Spruce Knob. What a
time!



Our fellow riders

Membership:

Phantom Members: This article addresses the members
and others frequently and actively participating in chapter
events. The definition of a “GWRRA member” is
someone who pays dues to GWRRA International and
someone who wants to have fun! Those two things are
the only requirements of being a GWRRA member.
Anyone not having paid the required dues to GWRRA
International cannot be a member of a GWRRA chapter.

The people who associate themselves with GWRRA
members and chapters by attending chapter gatherings,
rides, parties and other chapter social events without
joining GWRRA are known as “Phantom Members.”
They can also consist of former members who allow their
memberships to expire and continue participating. Is
there a problem with GWRRA chapters having “Phantom
Members?” You bet there is! Is it fair to the paying
members? Phantom Members are one of the reasons
that chapters turn into “clubs.” Eventually chapters have
trouble filling the officer positions with members, which in
turn makes the chapters move toward closure.

Besides the enjoyment of each other's company and the
sense of belonging, there are other benefits to being a

REAL member: Wing World magazine, Gold Book, Rider
Education, Wing Ding, free roadside assistance (also for
family members if you have a GWRRA family
membership), GWRRA message board, discounts, credit
union, etc.)

Participation: Member active participation in chapter
events is the basis for all GWRRA fun. Members are not
required to participate in chapters, and some may only
join GWRRA to get Wing World and the free towing
service. That is their right, but they are missing out on
the fun, and others are missing out on their talent and
friendship!

Most chapters have a membership roster of 30 to 80
GWRRA members, which should easily provide an
abundant supply of active participants. Yet most chapters
have only 10 to 15 members who routinely participate in
chapter gatherings, rides and/or other events. Why? The
“Why” can be answered best by two other questions.

1. Does each member know and understand the
GWRRA process, experience, and the mutual
benefits of active contribution and participation
within a chapter?

2. Does each member volunteer to actively support
chapter functions?

Those who do not actively participate and expect others
to volunteer in their place may believe that they have
nothing to offer or contribute or that their presence or
services are neither needed nor desired. They have no
personal ownership in or loyalty to GWRRA or the
chapter. As a result, they may believe that “cliques” exist
within the chapter and they are not part of the “In Crowd.”
They could not be more wrong. It is every GWRRA
member’s right to have fun at every chapter event.

However, with this right comes the responsibility of being
a contributing part of chapter events and activities. Each
member can contribute something (whether it be humor,
knowledge, time, contacts, ideas, resources, sympathy,
comraderie, or anything else), and when members have
fun, the chapter succeeds. Everyone understands that
sometimes things may require a last minute change of
plans. When that happens, if you have volunteered for
something and can’t come through, just give the Chapter
Director or the Ride Coordinator a “heads up” phone call
as soon as the conflict arises, so that others can fill in.
Always remember, the entire chapter is counting on you
to do your part and last minute adjustments will have to
be made because of your absence.

When you volunteer and participate in the chapter, the
amount of satisfaction and personal fun grows by leaps
and bounds, and this is the time to move forward without
looking back. If you are a “phantom member” become a
REAL member by joining GWRRA and then attending
chapter gatherings, rides and other functions. The more
members who become involved, the more fun will be had
by all.



Rider Education:

Team Riding Responsibilities
By Bruce & Melissa Thayer
Former MI Asst. District Rider Educators

In GWRRA we are always doing things in groups. We
meet our fellow chapter members and ride together for a
weekly dinner run. Or we join each other for a weekend
breakfast before going on a run. Or we make an ice
cream run together on a weekly basis. Most chapters
have this kind of camaraderie and fellowship in one form
or another. Then there are the monthly Gatherings where
we meet and eat and have fun. And the rides to visit
other chapters and support them at their Fun Run or
Anniversary Party or Pig Out, and various other events
that chapters put on. Much of the time we ride together in
groups traveling to and from our various destinations.

Whenever we ride in groups, someone is in the Lead
position. Hopefully, it is one of our GWRRA-trained Road
Captains. In our chapter, it is someone whom we trust,
respect and have confidence in. Someone with good
judgment who is prepared to lead the group from the
starting point all the way to our destination. Someone
who has a planned route and shares it with all who join
the ride. S/He holds pre-ride meetings with all
participants to tell us the route, advise us of any stops
along the way, and discuss our speed on the road. Our
Lead may ask questions about who is on medication,
who may need to stop at shorter intervals (perhaps due
to a smaller gas tank), who has a CB radio and who
does not, etc. Our Road Captain covers hand signals for
riders that are new to our group, too. Our Road Captain
has been leading our rides for a few years now. We don’t
think twice about following him/her because s/he never
lets us down. We always arrive safely when we follow
our Road Captain. We are very fortunate to have such a
capable Road Captain in the Lead!

We also have another Road Captain, trained in the
GWRRA way, to bring up the rear of the group. This is
our Drag bike, or Tail Gunner. These two (Lead & Drag)
work together like Lennon and McCartney. The Drag
seems to know what the Lead is thinking, securing the
lane almost as the thought passes through the mind of
our Lead. They communicate well with each other and
with the rest of the team. They let the group know what
is going on around us. They inform us about things, like
telling us we will be turning — in advance of the turn;
when a car is attempting to pass the group on a 2-lane
road; or when a car is passing on the right when we are
on the highway. Our Lead and Drag always keep us
aware of hazards on the road and all around us. We
know they are looking out for the safety of the group.
With Road Captains of this caliber, we feel very safe. We
know we can enjoy the ride and watch the scenery with
these two in charge.

Wait! Stop right there!  We all need to remember that
even those of us in the middle of the formation have
responsibilities. We are responsible to pass on the hand
signals from the Lead, such as for single file, stagger

formation, pointing out potholes and road Kill, sand in the
corners, and other hazards, etc. We need to be aware
who we are riding with, too. The burden is not all on the
Road Captains. We cannot sleep because we ride in the
middle of the pack. We need to maintain safe spacing
with the other bikes around us. And most importantly, we
need to ride our own ride. We must stay alert. Hazards
don’t always appear in front of the Lead bike. Sometimes
they come at the riders in the middle of the group. We
need to be aware of our surroundings and always be
prepared to react to the unexpected at all times. We
must remember that, just because our Road Captain is
leading us, we are not excused from thinking for
ourselves and riding our own ride. We are all responsible
for our own safety at all times. Never give that
responsibility away. It is nice to have someone willing to
help look out for your safety, but ultimately, it is your life.
Guard it wisely! Be sure to ride your own ride, even while
Team Riding!

Ride Smart & Be Safe!
Bruce & Melissa Thayer
Former MI Asst. District Rider Educators

District & Region News:

See the flyers in this newsletter and the links below.

Maryland District Newsletter:
http://www.gwrra-md-district.org/index_files/Newsletters.htm
Northeast Region Newsletter:
http://www.gwrra-northeastregion.org/news/index.htm

Next Newsletter Deadline

If you have articles or other items for the
newsletter, please get them to Gail McCormick
by the 20" of the month . Thank you.
Lets.gol@verizon.net 410-787-2584

If you would like to purchase a chapter
shirt, please see Bill & Joy Cogburn.

Happy Birthday:

Adam Rabau — June 3

Eduardo (Teddy) Ballesteros- June 6
Dave Preston — June 6

Johnie Milford — June

Happy Anniversary:

Richard and Barbara Jones — June 20

Riding lawn mower.
Call Vi Metalios, 410-665-6690




Chapter Gatherings in the Maryland District

MD-A (Charm City Wings): 1st Sunday, 8am / 9am, Golden Corral, 7047 Arundel Mills Blvd, Hanover, MD. CD: Tom & Gall
McCormick, 410-787-2584, http://www.gwrra-mda.org

MD-B (Metro Wings): 3rd Monday, 7:30pm, Seat Pleasant Recreation Center, 5720 Addison Rd., Seat Pleasant, MD. CD:
Kenneth Trass, 301-430-5119,

MD-C (Chesapeake Bay Chapter): 2nd Sunday, 8am / 9am, Golden Corral, 6701 Chesapeake Center Dr., Glen Burnie, MD
CD: Butch & Debbie Harvey, 410-519-5563, http://www.gwrramdc.org

MD-H (Mason-Dixon Wings): 4th Sunday, 8am /9 am, Golden Corral Restaurant, Route 40 across from Wal-Mart, Aberdeen,
MD. CD: Steve & Cathy Kelley, 410-812-5596, http://www.gwrra-mdh.com

MD-I (Southern Maryland Wings): 1st Sunday, 8am / 9am, Old Country Buffet, Rt. 301N Waldorf, MD, CD: Bob & Julie
A’Hearn, 301-997-1254, http://www.gwrramdi.org

MD-J (Capitol City Wings): 3rd Sunday, 8 am /9 am, Bob Evans at Waugh Chapel Shopping Center, Gambrills, MD. CD: Al

and Jackie General, 410-963-3414, http://www.gwrra-mdj.com

MD-K (Heart of Maryland Wings): 3rd Saturday, 4pm / 5pm, New York J P Pizza, 3000 Gamber Rd, Finksburg, MD (in
Finksburg Plaza at corner of Route 140 & Route 91). CD: Dave & Lori Boyce, 410-775-2670, http://www.gwrramdk.org

MD-L (Eastern Shore Road Riders): 2nd Sunday, 8am / 9am, Batters Up Café, 9 Central Ave, Ridgely, MD. CD: Spanky
Barth, 410-924-8371, http://www.gwrra-mdl.org

Delaware Chapter Gatherings

DE-A: 4th Saturday, 8 am / 9am, Damon’s, 149 N Dupont Highway (Rt. 13), New Castle, DE 19720. CD: Dan & Terrie
Chappell, 302-836-0633, Bearlyoursl@verizon.net, http://www.gwrradea.org

DE-B: 1st Sunday, 8am / 9am, Pizza King, 300 W. Stein Hwy (Route 20), Seaford, DE, CD: Ken & Lois Ingram,
410-208-4803, ken.lois@mchsi.com

Maryland Chapter A - 2010 Calendar

JUNE “Wings Over the Smokies” - Fletcher, NC
Sat-Mon 5-7 Dick Gelfman’s Ride Across Maryland Sun 26 Ride-For Kids www.ride4kids.org
Mon-Sat 7-12 Americade (Lake George, NY)
Sun 6 MD-A Gathering/Ride (Golden Corral) OCTOBER
Sat 19 MD-C Pig Roast - Fundraiser* Sun 3 MD-A Gathering/Ride (Golden Corral)
Wed-Sat June30-July3 Wing Ding (Des Moines, I1A) Tues 5-17  MD District Cruise — Mediterranean
www.wing-ding.org Thu-Sat 7-9 VA District “Rally in the Valley” - Salem
JULY Sat 23 MD-A Garage Meeting, 2011 Planning
Sun 11 MD-A Gathering (Golden Corral) Meeting, Bonfire — Bill & Joy’s
(MOVED FROM USUAL DATE) & NOVEMBER
Garage Mtg or Ride Fri 5 Start Bowling on Friday nights
Thur-Sat 22-24 New England Districts Convention - Sat 6 MD-J Chili Cook-off Fundraiser*
Gorham, NH Sun 7 MD-A Gathering (Golden Corral)
Sat 24 MD-B Ride4Research Fundraiser*
(myeloma cancer research) DECEMBER
AUGUST Sun5 MD-A Gathering (Golden Corral)
Sunl MD-A Gathering (Golden Corral) and Sat 11 MD-A Holiday Party
Memorial Ride
Thu-Sun 5-8 NY-NJ Bi-State Convention - JANUARY 2011
Bridgewater, NJ Thu-Sun 27-30 MD District WinterThing*(Ocean City)
Sun 15 MD-L Ice Cream Fundraiser* “Renaissance”
Thu-Sat 26-28 PA District Convention - Johnstown, PA
Fri-Sun 27-29 MD District RV SIG Camping Weekend- Ice Cream & Coffee Social Every Wednesday at 7PM,
Hagerstown KOA Year Round at the Ice Cream Cottage,
SEPTEMBER ) 1348 Stevens Avenue, Arbutus
Sun 5 MD-A Gathering (Golden Corral) and
Covered Bridge Ride Key
Fri-Sun 10-12 MD District Rendezvous — Hagerstown Bold & Red: Chapter A event
Sun 12 NJ District Picnic-Battleship New Jersey Bold & Black with Asterisk: Fundraiser*
Sun 19 Motovation - Chrome & Crabs Blue & ltalics: tentative date
Thu-Sat 23-25 NC District Convention — Calendar Last Updated 6/4/10




June 2010
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National Ride
to Work Day
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MD-H Wing Ding
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49 Glendale Avenue
Glen Burnie, MD 21061

Upcoming Events

Ice Cream and Coffee Social every Wednesday, 7 p.m., year round
at The Ice Cream Cottage, 1348 Stevens Ave, Arbutus, MD 21227

JUNE

Sat-Mon 5-7 Dick Gelfman’s Ride Across Maryland

Mon-Sat 7-12 Americade (Lake George, NY)

Sun 6 MD-A Gathering/Ride (Golden Corral)

Sat 19 MD-C Pig Roast - Fundraiser*

Wed-Sat June30-July3 Wing Ding (Des Moines, IA)
www.wing-ding.org

Other rides to be scheduled

JULY

Sun 11

MD-A Gathering (Golden Corral)
(MOVED FROM USUAL DATE) &
Garage Mtg or Ride

Thur-Sat 22-24 New England Districts Convention -
Gorham, NH

MD-B Ride4Research Fundraiser*
(myeloma cancer research)

Sat 24

AUGUST

12

Sunl MD-A Gathering (Golden Corral) and

Memorial Ride

Thu-Sun 5-8 NY-NJ Bi-State Convention -
Bridgewater, NJ

Sun 15 MD-L Ice Cream Fundraiser*

Thu-Sat 26-28 PA District Convention - Johnstown, PA

Fri-Sun 27-29 MD District RV SIG Camping Weekend-
Hagerstown KOA

SEPTEMBER
Sun 5 MD-A Gathering (Golden Corral) and
Covered Bridge Ride
Fri-Sun 10-12 MD District Rendezvous — Hagerstown
Sun 12 NJ District Picnic-Battleship New Jersey
Sun 19 Motovation - Chrome & Crabs
Thu-Sat 23-25 NC District Convention —

“Wings Over the Smokies” - Fletcher, NC

Sun 26 Ride-For Kids www.ride4kids.org




