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Monthly Gathering  
1st Sunday of the Month 
Eat at 8am, Meet at 9am 
Ride 10am, Golden Corral 
7047 Arundel Mills Blvd. 
Hanover, MD 21076 

NEXT:  April 3, 2011 
 

Usual Ride Starts 
-Park & Ride, I-195 & 
 Rolling Rd, Catonsville 
-Citgo, Rts 32 & 144 
-Honda PwrSp of Crofton 
-Royal Farms I-97 - BWI 

  
GOLD WING ROAD RIDERS ASSOCIATION - NORTHEAST REGION 

MARYLAND CHAPTER A - BALTIMORE’S CHARM CITY WINGS 

 MARCH 2011 
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Bowl-A-Thon: We had a great turnout for our annual Bowl-A-Thon!  There were 111 

bowlers (more this year than last) plus their cheering sections and supporters. Chapter H 
won the tournament and $100 cash prize with the 3-game combined score of 2205 for 
their top 5 bowlers with handicap. Chapter B was second with 1625, and Chapter V was 
third with 1610. We (Maryland A) took the last place “honor” with a score of 1238 pins. 
Chapter C said it was going to try harder to win last place next year!  Chapters I, J, and 
Delaware A also played an important part of this day of fun.  We appreciate everyone’s 
participation. 
 
The raffles for Ride for Kids were popular, with prizes including EagleRider motorcycle 
rental, free labor, and complete oil changes from Honda PowerSports of Crofton, a 
battery charger and maintainer, and carrot cakes from Tom.  We even auctioned one of 
the carrot cakes with help from Chapter H’s experienced baked goods auctioneer, Paul 
Koermer.  Thank you, Paul!  Little did we know that the auction winner, Stan Greene, was 
bidding for his chapter!  Chapter I took the cake.   
 
Thanks go to Steve for collecting the registrations from the chapters, selling raffle tickets, 
and helping to calculate results. Thanks also to Tom for baking cakes to raffle and auction 
for Ride for Kids and for selling tickets and making announcements, etc. Thanks to Paul 
Z. at Honda PowerSports of Crofton for donating items to raffle for Ride for Kids. Thanks 
to Bill, Joy, Vi, Mickey, and Ronnie, and everyone who helped at the event too. Thanks to 
Pat for managing the bill at dinner! We’ll pick a restaurant that takes separate checks 
next time. Thanks to the bowlers and supporters from Chapter A and from all of the 
chapters. 
 

Other stuff: Steve & Ronnie, Bill & Joy, Bill & Penny, Pat & Donna, and Tom & Gail 

enjoyed “Beehive, The 60’s Musical” at Toby’s Dinner Theatre in Baltimore. The food 
was very good, as was the show, the roses, and especially the company. Thank you, 
Steve, for coordinating this.  
 

Chapter H’s Spaghetti Dinner/Bingo was fun, as usual. Sidney & Rebecca, Steve & 
Ronnie, Vi & Kathy, Shelley & Penny, and Tom & Gail enjoyed the event.  Shelley won the 
clock made by Neil Reynolds and Ronnie won a game of bingo. 
 

We’re continuing to bowl on Friday nights for awhile.  Besides the conversation and 
bowling, it’s fun to watch Flamingo Lady, Split Lady, the dancing bowler, and other 
characters at the bowling alley. Come on down to Southwest Lanes at 7pm on Fridays.  
AMF has been giving us coupons, too.  Sometimes it’s buy one game get one free, 
sometimes it’s $1.49 per game.   
 
The spring district staff meeting is on March 26, so we’ll let you know if your suggestions 

for next year’s WinterThing theme were selected!  Stay tuned!  
 

We’ll be having group rides soon, so if you have suggestions please let us know.  
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Activities Coming Up Soon: 
(schedule of events is at the very end of this newsletter) 
 

The Maryland District Motorist Awareness 

Day at the Ballpark is Sunday, May 1 in Waldorf.  

This is fun, especially the bike parade in the infield. This 
is the District’s main motorist awareness event, so 
please consider supporting this. 
 

Memorial Day Weekend in West Virginia is a 

weekend trip to Elkins. We plan on riding ride down 
again on Friday morning and returning on Monday 
morning. The Hampton Inn is almost full, but there are 
other hotels around. Let Tom McCormick know if you 
would like to go. 
 

District & Region News: 
The Maryland District is having a district contest 
associated with the Passport. There will be nice prizes. 
Any scheduled GWRRA event qualifies (even for the 
national program). Get signatures in your passport for ice 
cream socials, Friday night bowling, chapter visits, 
fundraisers, and other events.   
 
Photos of WintherThing and other events are now on the 
District website.  Click on the “Photos” bullet to see the 
albums. 
 
http://www.gwrra-md-district.org/index_files/Home.htm 
 
Maryland District Newsletter: 
http://www.gwrra-md-district.org/index_files/Newsletters.htm  

Northeast Region Newsletter: 
http://www.gwrra-northeastregion.org/news/index.htm 

 

International News: 
GWRRA Passport Program Prizes: Ten (10) random 
drawings will be held at the end of the Passport Program, 
July 31, 2012, for the following prizes (based on available 
stock on-hand). 
 
GWRRA ONE-YEAR MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
GWRRA T-SHIRT 
GWRRA BELT BUCKLE 
GWRRA WALLET 
GWRRA M/C LICENSE PLATE HOLDER 
GWRRA MONEY CLIP 
GWRRA T-SHIRT 
GWRRA ANTENNAE FLAG 
GWRRA 10” BACK PATCH (CHOICE OF COLORS) 
2-GWRRA 4” PATCHES (CHOICE OF COLORS) 
 
Link to GWRRA “Insight” newsletter: 
http://med.gwrra.org/newsletter/newsletter.html 
 
 
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 
 

 

Rider Education: 
Courses:  
Kenneth Trass, from Chapter B, is presenting a Road 

Captain Course on Saturday, April 2, from 8am-noon 
at his home in Bowie. This includes both the classroom 
instruction and the road riding practice. Most in our 
chapter have taken this worthwhile riding course, so if 
you haven’t yet, this is a great opportunity. There is no 
cost except for the embroidered rocker ($5). Please 
contact Kenneth at 301-430-5119 to sign up.  
 

The Maryland District Rider Education courses are 

set for April 9 and 10 (rain dates May 14-15) to be held 
at the Ripken Stadium in Aberdeen. Both an Advanced 
Rider Course (ARC) and a Trailering Course (TC) will be 
taught each day. A registration form will be available 
soon. Due to class size limits, all forms received will be 
on a first come first serve basis. If you are coming up on 
your expiration date in the Rider Education Levels 
Program, please consider this opportunity.  
 

State Fair: Dave & Debbie Sorrick, from Chapter H, 

are setting up a Motorist Awareness/Rider Education 

booth at the State Fair from August 26 - September 5. 
We may take an afternoon/evening as a chapter. This 
also includes admission to the fair as a vendor, so we 
can take turns having fun at the fair if we have enough 
people to man the booth. Chapter I is doing it on Sunday, 
August 28. More details will be forthcoming. Please 
contact Dave and Debbie at dcsorric@hotmail.com for 
more information. 

 
How Are You Starting This Riding Season?  
Winter is finally gone, so let the riding season begin! 
Maybe you have recently taken a CPR/First Aid class or 
a seminar or two during this past off-season. This means 
you are better prepared to help in case one of your riding 
buddies has an accident or a health issue, or you are 
prepared to be a better co-rider. Now you are available to 
spend more time riding now that the season is here. 
Hopefully you have also taken time to make sure your 
motorcycle is ready to go, too. You may have done a T-
CLOCS, or changed the oil, replaced worn tires, kept 
your battery charged, or discovered that you needed a 
new one and replaced it.  
 

There are other things that you can do to be at your best 
out on the road, too. Many of us will be out on the road 
before MSF or GWRRA Rider Courses are offered. So 
what else can you do to get in the right frame of mind 
and tune up your skills right away? There are a few 
things you can do as an individual or in a group (such as 
with your fellow chapter members) to be prepared to ride 
safely and with skill before the season is even two weeks 
old.  

http://www.gwrra-md-district.org/index_files/Home.htm
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First, you can practice your skills in an empty, quiet 
parking lot with smooth pavement that is free of loose 
gravel or sand. Find an empty church or a school parking 
lot, or some unused out-of-the-way space at a shopping 
center safely away from moving vehicles. Choose a time 
when it is unlikely to be busy, (e.g., a school lot on 
Sunday) as your safety is of the utmost importance. 
Work on braking, turning, curves, stopping while in a 
curve (remember to straighten the handlebars before 
braking!), and turning when pulling away from a stop. 
When you practice alone, always remain vigilant to 
vehicles encroaching on your space. 
 

Second, how about participating in a Parking Lot 
Practice? Also referred to as a PLP, this is an activity 
that many Chapters hold at the chapter level. The 
exercises in a PLP are all spelled out in the Cornering 
Practice Guide along with tips to execute the skills 
correctly. Talk to your Chapter Educator about holding a 
Parking Lot Practice for your chapter, or if there is a 
Facilitated Parking Lot Practice scheduled near you. 
 

Third, you can attend a Team Riding Seminar. This Rider 
Ed seminar is available for presentation at your chapter, 
and may be available at some District rallies. This 
seminar is particularly good to hold at your chapter 
because the folks who are normally part of your riding 
team can all hear the same Team Riding tips. Why 
would you sit through a Team Riding Seminar? One 
reason is because most of us ride to various places 
around the state with our riding friends. And if you know 
what to expect from the others in your group – your team 
– you will be more likely to trust them. You will trust them 
because you’ll know they are all going to ride safely and 
predictably in a staggered formation. That is what the 
Team Riding Seminar provides you.  
 

Getting back to the bike for a minute, if you have new 
tires on your bike for the new season, know that the tire 
manufacturers recommend that you take it easy on those 
tires for the first 50–100 miles. That means go easy in 
the curves and easy on acceleration to prevent slide-
outs. The reason is because the surface of the tire will be 
slickest (slippery) when new. There are a couple of 
common explanations why, but the result is the same – 
reduced traction. The rubber will get scuffed and 
roughed up enough over that distance during normal 
riding and the tire’s grip will improve. Be particularly 
careful with new tires on painted stripes and metal 
plates, and all surfaces that are slick even when your 
tires aren’t. 
 

Remember that practice in a parking lot, by yourself or 
with others, is good for all of us after the long off-season. 
It is even more beneficial and important if you recently 
bought a new or used motorcycle. Get to know that new-
to-you bike and how it handles in a safe environment. 
After brushing up your skills, you’ll be ready to go out and 
enjoy a safe riding season! 
 

Ride Smart & Be Safe! 
Bruce & Melissa Thayer 
Former MI Asst. District Rider Educators 
brucethayer1@comcast.net 

 
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 

 

Who has some of the rider education materials for 

Chapter A?  Someone has some VHS tapes and an 
“Advanced Rider” tech manual that belong to the 
chapter. If you have any of these, can you please bring 
them to Tom or Gail?  Thanks. 
 
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 

Lunch with the girls through the ages 
 

A group of 15-year-old girlfriends discussed where to 
meet for dinner. Finally, they agreed to meet at the Dairy 
Queen next to the Ocean View restaurant because they 
had only $6.00 among them and Jimmy Johnson, the 
cute boy in Social Studies, lived on that street.  
 

10 years later, the group of 25-year-old girlfriends 
discussed where to meet for dinner. Finally, they agreed 
to meet at the Ocean View restaurant because the beer 
was cheap, the restaurant offered free snacks, the band 
was good, there was no cover and there were lots of cute 
guys.  
 

10 years later, the group of 35-year-old girlfriends 
discussed where to meet for dinner. Finally, they agreed 
to meet at the Ocean View restaurant because the 
cosmos were good, it was right near the gym and, if they 
went late enough, there wouldn't be too many whiny little 
kids.  
 

10 years later, the group of 45-year-old girlfriends 
discussed where to meet for dinner. Finally, they agreed 
to meet at the Ocean View restaurant because the 
martinis were big and the waiters had tight pants and 
nice buns.  
 

10 years later, the group of 55-year-old girlfriends 
discussed where to meet for dinner. Finally, they agreed 
to meet at the Ocean View restaurant because the prices 
were reasonable, the wine list was good, the restaurant 
had windows that opened (in case of a hot flashes), and 
fish is good for cholesterol.  
 

10 years later, the group of 65-year-old girlfriends 
discussed where to meet for dinner. Finally, they agreed 
to meet at the Ocean View restaurant because the 
lighting was good and the restaurant had an early bird 
special.  
 

10 years later, the group of 75-year-old girlfriends 
discussed where to meet for dinner. Finally, they agreed 
to meet at the Ocean View restaurant because the food 
was not too spicy and the restaurant was handicapped-
accessible.  
 

10 years later, the group of 85-year-old girlfriends 
discussed where to meet for dinner. Finally, they agreed 
to meet at the Ocean View restaurant because they had 
never been there before.  
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In Our Thoughts: 
Several of our friends are dealing with health issues right 
now. Let’s keep Bob Richards, Doris Haynes (Fred 
Haynes’ mother), Clyde Eye, Linda Trahan, Ken Cross, 
and Bob Sprenkle in our thoughts and prayers.  I know, 
don’t forget about others of us who are having health 
issues too!  

 

 

 

For the Next Newsletter: 
If you have articles or other items for the 
newsletter, please send them to Gail 
McCormick.  Thank you. 

Lets.go1@verizon.net    410-787-2584 

 
 
 
 
 

If you would like to purchase a chapter 

shirt, please contact Bill & Joy Cogburn. 
 

 
 

Happy Birthday: 
Nancy Ross – March 8 
Bob Sprenkle – March 8 
Steve Rabau – March 9 
Sharon Kreps – March 12 
Gary Moore – March 29 
 

Happy Anniversary: 
Rob & Sharon Clay – March 19 
Fred & Linda Williams – March 22 
 
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 
 

 
Let Gail or Tom know if you want to advertise something 
here. There’s no charge for members’ personal ads.  
 

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 

 

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 

Chapter Gatherings in the Maryland District 

MD-A (Charm City Wings): 1st Sunday, 8am / 9am, Golden Corral, 7047 Arundel Mills Blvd, Hanover, MD. CD: Tom & Gail 
McCormick, 410-787-2584, http://www.gwrra-mda.org 

MD-B (Metro Wings): 3rd Monday, 7:30pm, Seat Pleasant Recreation Center, 5720 Addison Rd., Seat Pleasant, MD. CD: 

Charles & Gloria Simms, 301-423-1925, http://www.gwrramdb.com 

MD-C (Chesapeake Bay Chapter): 2nd Sunday, 8am / 9am, Golden Corral, 6701 Chesapeake Center Dr., Glen Burnie, MD 

CD: Butch & Debbie Harvey, 410-519-5563, http://www.gwrramdc.org 

MD-H (Mason-Dixon Wings): 4th Sunday, 8am /9 am, Golden Corral Restaurant, Route 40 across from Wal-Mart, Aberdeen, 
MD. CD: Susan Miller, 410-668-1318, http://www.gwrra-mdh.com 

MD-I (Southern Maryland Wings): 1st Sunday, 8am / 9am, Hooters, 3600 Crain Hwy (Route 301), Waldorf, MD, CD: Bob & 
Julie A’Hearn, 301-997-1254, http://www.gwrramdi.org 

MD-J (Capitol City Wings): 3rd Sunday, 8 am / 9 am, Bob Evans at Waugh Chapel Shopping Center, Gambrills, MD. CD: Al 
and Jackie General, 410-963-3414, http://www.gwrra-mdj.com 

MD-K (Heart of Maryland Wings): 3rd Saturday, 4pm / 5pm, New York J P Pizza, 3000 Gamber Rd, Finksburg, MD (in 
Finksburg Plaza at corner of Route 140 & Route 91). CD: Dick and Dolores France, 717-359-5913, 
http://www.gwrramdk.org 

MD-L (Eastern Shore Road Riders): 2nd Sunday, 8am / 9am, Denny’s, 8394 Ocean Gateway, Easton, MD 21601. CD: 
Spanky Barth, 410-924-8371, http://www.gwrra-mdl.org 

Other Chapter Gatherings 
 DE-A: 4th Saturday, 8 am / 9am, 896 Diner, 1108 S. College Avenue, Newark, DE 19713.  CD: Dan & Terrie Chappell,  
 302-836-0633, Bearlyours1@verizon.net, http://www.gwrradea.org 

PA-V: 2nd Sunday, 8am / 9:30am, Cross Keys Motor Inn Banquet Center, 6110 York Rd. (corner of Rts. 94 & 30), 
 New Oxford, PA 17350, CD: Denny & Kathy Brillhart, goldwing97red@gwrrapav.org 
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March-April 2011 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 
 1 2 

Ice Cream, Snowball 
& Coffee Social, 7pm 
– Ice Cream Cottage, 
Arbutus 

3 4 5 MARCH 

6 MARCH 

-MD-I Gathering 

-MD-A 

Gathering 8am  

BOWLATHON 
 

7 8 9 
Ice Cream, Snowball 
& Coffee Social, 7pm 
– Ice Cream Cottage, 
Arbutus 

10 11 12 MARCH 

13 MARCH 
-MD-C Gathering 
-MD L Gathering 
-PA-V Gathering 

 

14 15 16 
Ice Cream, Snowball 
& Coffee Social, 7pm 
– Ice Cream Cottage, 
Arbutus 

17 18 19 MARCH 

MD-B Anniversary 

Celebration-Noon 
 

MD-K Gathering, 
4pm 
 20 MARCH 

-MD-J Gathering  

 

21 
MD-B  
moved to 
3/19/11 

22 23 
Ice Cream, Snowball 
& Coffee Social, 7pm 
– Ice Cream Cottage, 
Arbutus 

24 25 26 MARCH 
DE-A Gathering, 8am 

MD District Staff 
Meeting 9am-2pm 
 
Honda of Crofton 
Open House 10-4:30 

27 MARCH 
-MD-H Gathering 

28 29 30 
Ice Cream, Snowball 
& Coffee Social, 7pm 
– Ice Cream Cottage, 
Arbutus 

31 1 APRIL 2 APRIL 
Road Captain Course 
at Ken Trass’ home, 
8-noon 

3 APRIL 

-MD-I Gathering 

-MD-A 

Gathering 8am 

Ride 10am  
 

4 5 6 
Ice Cream, Snowball 
& Coffee Social, 7pm 
– Ice Cream Cottage, 
Arbutus 

7 8 9 APRIL 
District Courses 
Trailering & 
Advanced Rider - 
Aberdeen 

10 APRIL 
MD-C Gathering 
MD L Gathering 
PA-V Gathering 
MD-J Parking 
    Lot Practice 
District Courses 

11 12 13 
Ice Cream, Snowball 
& Coffee Social, 7pm 
– Ice Cream Cottage, 
Arbutus 

14 15 16 APRIL 

MD-I Golf 

Tournament 
MD-K Gathering, 
4pm 
 

17 APRIL 
PALM SUNDAY 

-MD-A Ride 
-MD-J Gathering 
-MD-H Gathering 

 

18 
MD-B  
Gathering 
 

19 
PASS-
OVER 

20 
Ice Cream, Snowball 
& Coffee Social, 7pm 
– Ice Cream Cottage, 
Arbutus 

21 22 
GOOD FRIDAY 

23 APRIL 
DE-A Gathering, 8am 

 

24 APRIL 
EASTER  
MD-H moved 
gathering to 
previous week 

25 
 

26 27 
Ice Cream, Snowball 
& Coffee Social, 7pm 
– Ice Cream Cottage, 
Arbutus 

28 29 
East Coast 
Trike-In 

30 APRIL 

MD-B Fish Fry 

DE-A Hobo Stew 
East Coast Trike-In 

1 MAY 
MD-I Gathering 

MD-A Gathering 

MAD Ball Game 

E.C. Trike-In 

2 3 4 
Ice Cream, Snowball 
& Coffee Social, 7pm 
– Ice Cream Cottage, 
Arbutus 

5 6 7 
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West Virginia Chapter K Fun Memorial Weekend 

 Schedule 
(May 27

th
 to May 30

st
, 2011) 

 

 

Friday Night: 

5:00 PM to 6:30 PM:  Supper provided by Chapter K at Super 8 Motel parking lot. 

6:30 PM Riders Meeting and sign up for rides.  Points of interest will be pointed out and rider education to be presented. 

 

Saturday Ride: 

Split up into small groups to travel a mapped ride leaving Super 8 parking lot at 8:30 AM 

 

Saturday Night: 

We will be back in town in time for supper and go to American Mountain Theater. 

The American Mountain Theater offers a show that is similar to a Branson Show and they have given us a special deal if you mention 

“The GoldWing Group”.  You can make a reservation on line or call 1-800-943-3670 to get tickets. 

 

Sunday Ride: 

Split up into small groups to travel a mapped ride leaving Super 8 parking lot at 8:30 AM 

 

Sunday Night: 

We will be back in town for our group picture at Super 8 and the “Roast” at the Steer Steakhouse that is across the street from the 

Super 8. 

 

Ride Notes: 

1.  You are responsible to pack a lunch for each day that you ride as we will eat someplace along the ride.  In the past most riders have 

gotten Subway the night before. 

2.  We plan on having a ride for “Newbies”.  (This would be riders that are first timers to mountainous riding or would like to have a 

“just take it easy” ride.)  This year we are going to “Bear Town” one day and a surprise the other day. 

3.  One of the rides is earmarked as an “Experienced Rider” Ride.  It will cross the Allegheny Mountain Range 4 times.  It will be one 

of our “quicker” rides and it geared toward the rider that has experience riding in mountainous terrain.   

 

 

SPECIAL NOTE: 

Since we are fixing the meal for Friday night, we need to know a head count on the number of persons attending.  Please email me at 

wgregoire@live.com if you plan to attend. 
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410-903-6244 

bikerross@verizon.net 

Mickey Ross 

 

 

 

 
 

No job too small 

 
 
 
 
 

_______________________________________________________________ 
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49 Glendale Avenue 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCH  Ice Cream/Coffee/Snowballs  

Sun 6 MD-A Gathering (Golden Corral) every Wednesday, 7pm, 

Sun 6 MD-A Bowl-A-Thon* (AMF Southwest Lanes, Linthicum) Ice Cream Cottage, Arbutus 
Sun 13 Visit MD-C  
Sat 19 MD-B Anniversary Celebration, Seafood Palace, Temple Hills  

Sun 20 Visit MD-J Bowling every Friday night, 

Sat 26 District Staff Meeting 7pm, AMF Southwest Lanes 
Sat 26 Honda PowerSports of Crofton Open House 

Sun 27 Visit MD-H Visit Chapter Gatherings- 

  impromptu 

APRIL 
Sat 2 Road Captain Course at Ken Trass’  

Sun 3 MD-A Gathering/Ride (Golden Corral) 
Sat-Sun 9-10 MD District Advanced Rider Course and Trailering Course 
Sat 10 MD-J Parking Lot Practice 

Sat 16 MD-I Rick Yager Memorial Golf Tournament for Charity* 

Sun 17 MD-A Ride 
Fri-Sun 29-1 East Coast Trike-In 

Sat 30 DE-A Hobo Stew – Fundraiser* (Lum’s Pond State Park- Bear, DE) 

Sat 30 MD-B Fish Fry Fun Day Fundraiser* - Bowie, MD 

 

MAY 

Sun 1 MD-A Gathering/Ride (Golden Corral) 

Sun 1 MD District Motorist Awareness Day at the Ballpark – Waldorf 

Sun 8 Law Ride (Mother’s Day) 

Sat or Sun MD-A Ride (tentative) 
Sat 14 PA-V Safety, Shine and Swap 

Sat 21 MD-I Magical History Tour Fundraiser* 
Fri-Mon 27-30 WV-K Memorial Day Weekend of Riding         


